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ABSTRACT 

This report stiBoaiizes the results cf a s 
91. libraries — public, Special, acadeaic, anch school-^in t 
Betropolitan Library Network cf Nebraska. coDcercing their 
activity: what union lists. were extant in the netucxk are 
union lists irere used in uetworlc libraries, and rhat area 
would ^ke to see in any future Nebraska union lists- Sfe 
covered- include the respcns-e ^rate to the questicnnaires, 
activity, serials lists in the network area, use cf seria 
and the need expressed for union list activity in the net 
Statistical tables are provided for each topic, and a suja 
findings together with recoBuendations concludes the lefo 
App^endices inclu'de a sap cf Nebraska library networks, th 
questionnaires used in the study, a l^st of respondents, 
bibliography of sources ccJnsulted- (JD) 
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.1. INTRODUCTION . 

J 

In December of 1978 tl| ilBraries of Nebraska's Metropolitan 
Library Network area were surveyed in order to determine the 
status of union list of serials activity la the network area. 
The Metropolitan I^ibrary Network, which is one o'f -six state 
networks coordinated by the Nebraska Library Commission, 
includes the state's eastern counties of Douglas, .Dodge, 
Washington^ Sarpy, and Saunders counties {^see the map of 
Nebraska library networks included in Appendix A). 



The survey conducted was the year-long project of the Network's 
Union List of Serials^roject Committee. Supported by a LSCA 
Basic Jrant administered by the Nebraska Library Commission, 
the committee was formed in March of 1^78. The primary con- 
cems of the Committee were to ascettain what union lists were' 
extent in the network area, how those union lists were used 
in network libraries^ and what area librarians would like to 
see in any union lists that might be created in Nebraska in 
the future. . ^ 



V Modeling 'its survey instruments after those used in the 1972 
NELINET study of serials lia^^ ip New England libraries, the 
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Conmlttee composed two separate questionnaires.''- The first, 

to be directed toward serials librarians, focused upoit inclusion 

of the library's serials holdings in area union lists. Th6' % 

second, to be answered by reference or interll,brary loan 

librarians, centered upon library use of imion serials lists. 

Both questionnaires contained questions on desired formats 

for future union lists. 

a. ' ' 

The surveys were subsequently sent to 24 public, 43 special, 

14 academic, and 10 school libraries in, the network -area. This 

report suinmarizes the results of that survey. 

\ - » 



Raynwnd DeBuse, comp. and Chairman, NELINET Task Group 
on Serials, A Survey of Serials Lists in New England Libraries; 
A Prelim inary Report (Wellesley, Mass.: New England Board of 
Higher Education, May 10, 1972) '(^RIC Document ED # 071 722). > 




RESPONSE , 

♦ 

Of the 9]*, libraries surveyed, 39 returned at least one of 
the questionnaires,, resxilting in ah ovei^all response rate 
of 432. The returns by type of library were as follows: 
12 public library- responses, for a 50% response rate; 16 

; ^ ^ ■ V ^ : |, 

^ispecial library resjKjnses, far 372 response rate; 7 \ 
academic library responses, for a 502 response rate,^ and { 
4 school library raspd^es, for a 402 response rate. All 
questionnaires returned^ even if they were returned blank, 
were considered t6 be valid responses for this study. And, 
as is reflected in the figures in Table 1,: i^ultiple ques- 
tionnaires were returned from some institutions \^ich Have 
more than one branch or campus library, 

, r 



TABLE 1 



RESPONSE RATE FOR LIBRARIES IMCUJDED IN SURVEY: 

f 



Surveys 
distributed 



Libraries 
responding 



Serials Reference/ILL 
Response questionnaires questionnaires 

rate | returned returned 



PUBLIC 



SPECIAL 



24 



43 



12 



16 



, 502 



fix 



17 



11 



15 



ACADEMIC 



SCHOOL 



14 
I 

10 



10 



50% 



40% 



TOTAh . 



91 



39 



43% 



39 



39 



4». 
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III, SERIALS ACTIVITY 



Ti^e libraries of the Metropolitan network^^^rea were queried 
as to the extent of their serials colledt:|bns , whether their 
serial titles are cataloged, and whether or not their serials 

r * ■ 

records and holding information are entered into a machine 
database. The ConaiJittee ' s reasons for including such ques- 
tions were twofold: one, we wished to ascertain the serials 
-make-up of area libraries; and two, we were interested in 
determining v^at serials activity there m^-ght be — serials 
activity in the way of^ serials cataloging or database entry — 
that supports or would support developmetit of union lists 
in the area. 

{ 

4 

Hesponding libraries ^reported serials collections ranging from 
k low figure of 0 titles (reported by a public , library) to a 
hiVh figure Q,f 8,509 titles' (reported by an academic library)', 
^ I Wltli the number of-*itles reported by all libraries totaling 
25,22p. Average collection sizes by type of library were- 
compu^ed to' be: 243 serials titles for public lib'rarias 
responeiing to the survey, 182 titles for special libraries 
responding, 2,906 titles for- academic library respondents, 
and 164 titles for school libraries responding. The Committee 
used as its definition of "serial" that definition provided • 
by the A.L.A. Glossary of Library Terms , and included the 
definition for the respondents' benefit in part A of the 
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questionnaire (see AJjpendix B).^ 



Only 14 (or 362) of the 39 respondents indicated tiat the 
serials in their collections are cataloged. Of these respon- 

^ dents, academic and special libraries predoTninat|d. Two 
academic and two public libraries noted that periodicals - 
are excluded from serial titles cataloged at those insti- 
tutions. Seven of ^ the 14 libraries engaging in serials 

' cataloging reported that AACR standards were the preferred 
cataloging standards, wiith MARC and other in tem^^, cataloging 
systems utilized somewhat less frequently (see Table 2 for 
detailed figures). Two of the libraries reported using k ^ 
combination of these cataloging sys terns • ^ 



Only 5 libraries (amd these were academic and^ special libraries) 
o£ the -39 libraries responding to thS survey reported that 
their serials records and holdings information are entered into 
a machine database. Of these 5 libraries, 3 utilize (;:he OCLC 
database, an^ 4 use a combination of OCLC and other institu- 
tional databases. 



^American Library Association, A>L.A. Glossary of Library 
Terms (Chlcagot American Library Association, 1943), 
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TABLE 2 

I • ■ 

I 

CATALOGING AND DATABASE ENTRY ACTIVITY OF LIBRARY RESPONDENTS: 



Average number 
of serials in 
collection 



yes 



Serials cataloged 
no AACR MARC Abbrev. Other 



Entered into database 



yes no • OCLC Ballots Other 



PUBLIC 

< 



243 



9 - 0 



0 



0 



0 




0" 



0 



SPECIAL 



182 



8 



0 



13 



ACADEMIC 



SCHOOL 



2906 



164 



0 



0 



Q 



0 



/ 



TOTAL 



647 



14 21 



30 



0 



362 54% 



13% 77% 



SERIALS LISTS IN THE NETWORK AREA 

In response to the survey's questions conceVning iJartici- 
pation in or production of serials listings, 17 of the 39 ' 
libraries responding reported production of internal, 
mul;iple-copy serials lists, 7 noted .contribution of their 
holdiJigs to -union lists of series, and 1 listed contri- 
bution ^f its serials records to New Serials Mi ties (see ' 
Table 3). ' 

Table 3a provides -more detailed profil^- of the survey 

participants' serial list activity. Twelve libraries (or 

■ \ * ' ■ ■ ' 

31Z of those Responding) reporte^ production bf internal 

serials lists only (am here- acadeinic and special libr^ies 

predoiainated) , 4.reporte4 produetioiu of internal serials 

^lists and ponCribution to union lists (3 of these 4 were 

public libraries)^ 2 reported' participation in uniott lis-ts 
^ • ; • ' ■ 

only (these were special librat:^es) , ^and 1— the University 

Qf Nebraska Medical Center Library — reported involve^nt in 

all ^ three areas: internal lists, union lists, and NST* 

But perhaps the most noteworthy (and dismaying) result of 

. / ' 

all was^ the reporting by ^16 (or 41%) of the libraries 

responding/thatv>they do not produce, nor participate in, any 

'Aerials list^tigs, be those lists internal or union in nature. 

The Committee was alsc^^ interested in any linkage there n^ght 

. ■ . ■ ^'t / . V 



TABLE 3 



SERIALS LIST ACTTIVm OF LIBRARY RESPONDEa^TS: 



Libraries producing 
Internal* laultiplfe-copy 
serials list 



PUBLIC 



SPECIAL 



ACADEHIC 



yes no 



8 



6 f 



Llbtarles- contributing, 
-7£o union list 



yes 
3 

3 



I » 
no 



8 



13 



Libraries contributing 
to New Serials Titles 

8 

yes no 

9 

6 10 

0 15 

J ' 



SCHOOL 

TdTAL 
X 



p . 3 

17 18 

46% 



0 

7 

18% 



0 



31 
79Z 



34 



3% 87% 



. • . TABLE 3a . , . 

SERIAJUS .LIST PROFILES OF LIBRARY RESPONDENTS: - 

■ • • ' . ^ - • • , 

* . ; . * ' NST. and ' • . 

. NST and . NST and • internal . ^ . , Internal 

NST internal union list and internal- union list list and 

only list list union list list only only union list 

♦ 

PUaLIC 0 '0 0 0 1 0 '3 

SPECIAL 0,0 t) ' 0 7 2 1 

ACADEMIC 0 0 0 1.4 O. 'o 



> 



SCHOOL 0 0 0 0 0 0 



TOTAL 0 0 0 1 12 2 ^ 

% OF TOTAL ' ^ 

LIBRARIES • . 3? 31% 5% ' 10% ^ 

RESPONDING 



•13 



TABLE 3b 



LIBRARIES THAT' CATALOG SERIALS AND: 



ACADEMIC 



piroduce Internal 
list' I 



contribute ' to 
union list 



PUBLIC 



special! 



SCHOOL 



0 



TOTAL- 

2 OF LIBRARIES 
RESPONDING 



10 

26% 



3Z 



% OF LIBRARIES 
CATALCXJING SERIALS 
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be betwe^ network ^ea libraries , which catalog serials 
and those thaV^so produfie or contribute to serials lists. 
Table 3b docuxaents th^fact that 10 of. the 14 libraries 
^tbat catalog serials also'^roduce internal lists of serials j 
while, only 1 o£ those 14 contrlb^ites to a union list* Again,- 
as wast evidenced in Tables 3 and 3a, xtne tendency of serials 



X 



activity in. the ^tetropolitan' Network areV is towards the 
production of internal serials lists. \ 



Interoal serials lists 



The internal^ multiple-copy serials lists produced by network^ 
area llbrarieAj^re likely, according to the survey results 
presented in Table 4, to be paper in format, to be produced 
manually in irregular editioi^ containing an average of 101 
to 500 titles, and to be distributed within the library only. 
A ntnaber of academic and special libraries reported produc- 
tion of cotaputer printout lists, and noted *that their lists 
are cjistrlbuted outside of the liisrary. Only one library— 
an academic library— reported production of its list in COM 
flche form. 



Union li^ts 

Libraries responding to the survey identified two union lists 
of serials in the network area: the Nebraska Library Commission 



TABLE 4; 



a. format of list:* 

i 

1) paper/manual (list produced from 
paper records, then typed and 
duptlcated)^ 

#2) computer printout 

3) computer - output - microfilm ^ 

A) computer - output - microfiche 



b. frequency* 

1) monthly 

2) quarterly 

3) seml-annoally 

4) annually 

5) Irrej^ular 

6) Other 



public special ' academic 



0 
0 
0 



0 
0 

1 

2 
2 
0 



* Soaie responding libraries checked more than one category. 
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TABLE 4: (Cdntinued) 



public special academic school totAl^ 



nui^er of titles Included In list: 



1) 0 - 100 


1 ^ . 


1 


0 1 


0 


2 


2) 101 - 500 


1 

> 


5 


1 


0 


7 


3) 501 - 2000 . 


1 


0 . * 


1 


0 ' 


2 


4) 20001+ 


0 


0 


3 


0 


3 


d. distribution of list:* 




« 




> 




1) In-llbrary * 

2) branch libraries 


3 
1 


7 
2 

1 


5 

- 2 


0 
0 




3^ factiltv or AclnjinlatTfif' i vp 

personnel \^ 


0 




-J 


n 

vr 




4) other Jibrarles 


3 


1 


4 


0 


8 


5) other 

* < 


0 


3 


1 


0 


4 




t 




\ 


V • 




! * Some responding libraries checked more than one 


category. 
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Periodical Holdings ^of!J^e Nebraska Regional Libraries > and 
the Metropolitan Omaha Health Science Librarians Group's 
(MOHSLG) Serials Holdings List . ^ 



The Nebraska Librax^ Cotnmlss ion's periodical holdings list 
was produced manually, in a typed and photoduplicated format. 
Its participants were the state's re^ion^l libraries pJfus 



the Commission itself and the Qmaha Public Library', Con- 
taining approximately 200 periodical titles and their holdings, 
the list was published in. 1976* The Commission does have 
plans to issue an updated edition of ^ the list, with the new 
e4itlon to include the holdings of the public, academic, and 
specfal libraries who paj^ticipate in the Commission's union 
catalog a^ well as the holdings of the regional libraries, 

■ A 

.but the productloa timetable has not as yet been established. 



Also manually produced, then typfed and photoduplicated, the 
MOHSLG' s Serials Holdings List contains the holdings of 
selected health science periodicals in 12 medical libraries in 
tha Omaha and Council Bluffs (Iowa) metr'Spolitan area. Last 
produced in 1977, the list contains 270 entries. The MOHSLG 



Periodical Holdings of the Nebraska Regional Libraries 
1975 , by Pat Gildersleeve, ed. (Lincoln, NE: Nebraska Library 
Commission, 1976) ; and Metropolitan Omal^a Health Science 
Librarians Group's Serials Holdings' List , by Deb McMaster and 
Teryi Christiansen, eds. (Omaha, NE: MDHSLG, 1977). 



ERIC 
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Has postponed planning for the productiotx of an update lis t^ 

imtil it has had the opportunity to study thej'results of this ^ 

survey. 
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V. USE OF SERIALS LI^S 



Part B of the questionnaire requested participatli^ referenee 
or interlibrary loan librarians to estimate staff and patron 
use of serials lists la their libraries .(see Appendix B) . 
Five levels of frequency of use were included for their 
response: once a day, several tliaes a day, once a week, 
several times a ^^eek, and once a month or less. The returns 
pn these queries were weighted, with a weight of 5 assigned 
to the highest frequency of use specified (several tiiaes a 
day) down to a weight of 1 assigned to the lowest frequency 
oS use cited (once a nwnth or less). 

t 

The results are presented in Table 5. It was estimated t^at 
of the three alternatives presented both staff and patrons 
tended to make most use of internal serials lists, less use 
of institutional holdings lists from other institutions, and 
least use of multi- institutional lists. This pattern held 
for all types of libraries except for the public libraries 
reporting, where it was estimated that both staff And patrons 
made less use of multi-institutional lists and least use of 
institut^:onal holdings lists from other libraries (however, 
public libraries did concur with the special, academic and 
school libraries responding to the survey in estimating that 



ERIC 



'A 



-11- 



internal lists received the most frequent use) 
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TABLE 5 

4 



Estimated use of serials lists by library staff and library patrons 
(figures given reflect weighted scores - see section V of text): 



\ 

a* internal* serials lists for 
the institution 



st«rff use 
89 



patron use 
83 



b'. multi-Institutional lists 

(exdluding New Serials Titles) 



49 



26 



c. institutional holdings lists 
from other Institutions 



73 



38 



-4 



\ 



a 2 
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VI. llEED EXPRESSED FOR UNION LIST ACTIVITY IN THE NETWOM AREA 

When qiiestionned as to Aether or not there was a need for 
a union list of serials in the area, the overwhelming 
majority of the survey participants responded in the af fir- 
matlve. This was true for both serials and public services 
librarians, and for all types of libraries (see Table 6). 

The need expressed for the creation of an area union list 
was reiterated in a question asked of reference or inter- 
1 library loan librarians in part B of the questionnaire. 

(question ii^4, p^rt B — see Appendix B) . Librarians responded 

f 

that option C was their preferred choice — that a union list 
of serials be created covering all of.th^ Omaha inetropolitan 
area. This option was preferred over other options that 

included: creation of regional or state union lists, expansion 

♦ 

of specific local union lists to cover library holdings not 
presently included, and the regular disbursement to interested 
libraries of institutional internal serials lists. Since the 
Committee did not define for the respondents what it meant by 
the Omaha metropolitan area and by the region, libraries 
responding could have met with some confusion in defining for 
^ themselves what geographical areas those terms covered in relation 

to that area covered by the network. ,The results of this query 
are presented in Table 7. 



V ■ 
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TABLE 6 



Need expressed for union list of serials In the network area: 



a« serials librarians responding: 
public 
special 
academic 
school 
total ' 



yes 

6 

14 
7 

^ "2 



29 



no 

1 
1 
0 
1 
3 



b. reference or interlibrary loan 
librarians responding: 

public 

V 
m 

Special 
academic 
school 
total 



6 
13 
7 
2 
28 



2 
1 
1 

4 



24 



■ / 



TABLE 7 



Proposed options recomaended by referencft or interlibrary loan librarians 
(with only first choices listed) r 



a. that present institutional 
serials holdings list be 
exchanged by libraries on a 
regular, formal basis ^ 

b* *that specific Ioq^I nmlti- 
institutional serials llstp 
be expanded to Include holdings 
of libraries not now included 

that a union list of serials be 
created covering all of the 
Omaha Metropolitan area 



public ^ special academic school total 



0 



1 ♦ 



0 



d. that a union list of serials 
be created covering all of 
the state of Nebraska 

e* that a union list of serials 
be created for the region 



0 
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The respondents who indicated a need .for the creatiotj of a 
union list were adked' to ifejicate what lise or uses they "J . 
might make of such a IJ/^t. Both types of librarians included 
in the ^ study responddB that their preferred uses for union 
lists would be ref^ence^and interlibrary loan (see Table 8a). 
As for poverage afnd format of any proposed union list, 
librarians res^fonding preferred that the list include libraries 
from all sec tors* except the school library sector, and that 
the list be typed^and photoduplicated in fbnaat. There was 
support expressed for a computer'-generated list, with serials 
librarians preferring the printout forma^t, and ojutdic services 
personnel choosing either the book format or iJn^niter-^jutput'-^ 
microfiche. Tables 8b and 8c detail th^ response^© these 
queries. 



TABLE 8a 



Proposed uses of projected unicfn lists of serials by serials and reference or 
interlibrary loan librarians responding; 



ft* fleriaiiSuJ^ib^ariah^^ t 
1) reference 



kllc special a^cad^mic school tqtal 



11 

12- 



* 4) acquisitions 



8 



4 
5 
3 
2 



2 
1 
0 
0 



22 
23 
11 
10 



b, reference or Infcerllbrary loan 
librarians responding.:* 

1) reference 

2) interlibrary loan 

3) selection 

4) acquisitions 



6 

6 
0 

0 



13 
13 
6 
8 



5 
6 
1 
0 



2 
1 

0 
0 



26 

26 
7 
8 



^Respondents were requested to check as many categories as applied, 
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TABLE 8b 



Proposed coverage by types of libraries of projected union list of serials: * 

public special academic school total 



• ya. serials librarians responding; 



1) college or university 


7 


13 


7 


3 


30 


<* 

2) publld 


6 


13 


6 


2 


27 


/^*^v;4^ 3) school - 


A 


1 


1 


2 


8 


-^^3© special 


6 


14 


7 


2 


29 


5) technical or community aollege 


6 


12 


7 


3 


28 


-/ 

b. reference or interlibrary loan 
librarians responding: 












1) college or university 


6 


11 


9 


1 


27 


2) public , 


5 


9 


7 


r 


22 


3) school 


3 ^ 


5 


2 


' 1 


U 


r 

4) special 


5 


11 


9 


1 


26 


5) technical or conuaunity college 


5 


10 


14 ' 


, 1 


30l^ 
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TABLE 8c 



Proposed format of projected union lists of serials by type of librarian responding 
(only first choices are listed): ' . • * 

public special academic school total 

a. serials librarians responding: 

^*''^*'''i?^^^^d, photoduplicalfed list 

2) list produced from coioputer 
records In: 

a) printout form 

b) book form 

c) COM film 

d) COM fiche 

b. reference or Interlibrary loan 
librarians, responding: 

1) typed, photodupllcated list 2 6 2 0 



2 


8 


4 


1 


15 




i . 








4 


5 


2 


1 


12 


0 


2 


1 


1 


4 


0 


1 


0 


0 


1 


1 ' 


2 


0 


1 


4 



10 

2) list produced from computer 
records in • 

a) printout form 1 3 2 0 6 

. b) book form 1 4 2 0 7 

c) COM film 0 0 1 b 1 

d) COM fiche ' 13 3 1 a 
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VTI. CONaUSION 



Id 



Results of this study by the Union List of Serials Project 
Committee indicate that serials- activity in Nebraska's 
Mstropoiktan Library Network area is quite limited; 

Of the 39 public, special, academic and school libraries 
that responded to the survey, only 7 reported contribution 
of their serials holdings to union lists, only 1 reported 
contribution of its holdings to New Setials Titles , and 
from all of the surveys returned, only 2 area union lists 
were identified. 

The predominant serials activity was in the development of- 
internal lists — usually manually produced and distributed 
within the library. Seventeen libraries of the 39 respon- 
dents reported production of inteijial lists. And yet 16 
libraries jesponded that they were involved in no serials 
lists production, be those lists in"temal or union. 

As for the cataloging of seridls, only 14 libraries reported ' 

involvement in serials cataloging, with only 5 of. those 14 

o 

libraries cataloging serials on-line. 

But the need expressed for the creation of a union list of 

30 
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1 



serials was significant indeed — 29 libraries out of the 
39 responding expressed interest in the creation of such 

list, with the majority of those preferring a union % 
list that would draw participants from across the Omaha 
loetropolitan area. Libraries tesponding to this query 
also indicated interest in a statewide union list, and 
the expansion of existing local union ]^ts, 

w 

And so there is a great distance between where network 
area libraries are and where they would like to be so 
far a* union -list of serials activity is concerned. This 
is perhaps to be expected in a network that covers 5 lar§e 
counties, and that includes libraries that range in tech- 
nical sophistication from a medical library that contributes 
its serials holdings to NST and catalogs its serials on-line,' 
to a small rural public library that reports that its col- 
lectiort contains no serials titles. 

Yet the goal of developing a multi-type library union list 
.of serials remains a desirable one for libraries of the net- 
work area. Future studies should address themselves to the 
coverage, record length and make-up, and attendant costs 
of any future union li^t created in the area. It may well 
be advisable for the state to begin with netwo'rk or area- 



ERIC 




-16- 

% 



vide union lists that^ could becoma components a£ a state- 
wide tmion list later. This particular recommendation is 
made in light of the fact th^C 13 of the 30 responses 
returned by reference and interlibrary loan librarians 
on the question of unison list coverage clearly indicate 
a need for access to state and regional ho^'tlings* And it 
may be that given the level of cataloging and record- 
keeping currently maintained for serials In network area 
libraries and the costs of extensive cataloging, planners 
o£ future imion lists might consider including records 
considerably simpler than the full M&SC record. 

_/ 

Finally, ^Metropolitan Library Network and Nebraska Library 
Commission efforts should be directed t^ard encouraging ^ 

network area libraries to^ catalog serials (or otherwise 

I 

formally record them) if they do not, to enter their 
records into a database if such facilities are available 
to them, to develop and maintain internal serials lists 
if they have not, and to contribute their serials records 
to union lists should the opportunity arise, ^or it is 
only on sijch a firm base of serials record-keeping that 
future .union serials lists can be built. 

r 

Omaha, Nebraska 
June 6, 1979 



Union List of Serials Project Connnittee: 

Carol Dick Buell, Chairperson 

Metropolitan Technical Community College 

Angela Amer, Nebraska Methodist Hospital Library 

Eileen Bator, Boys Town Center for the Study of 
Youth Development Library Services Division 

Patricia^ Bleick, Omaha Public Library 

Georgene Fawcett, University of Nebraska Medical * 
. . Center Library of Medicine 

Marion Playfoot, University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Library 

Kate Samson, Creighton University Alumni Library 
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UNION LIST OF SERIALS PROJECT COMMITTEE 



t 



ftropol lt«n * 
N«twor 



1420 P Street \ 
V Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

(402) 471-2045 

I 

k ■ 

November 20, 1978 



Dear Library Director: 

Enclosed are twq questionnaires surveying union lists of serials in the metro- 
politan library network. 

• - 

Supported by a LSCA Basic Grant administered by the Nebraska Library Commission/ 
Metropolitan Library Network, a cotmaittee was fonxied in March 1978 to study the 
statiis of and need expressed for union lists of serials in the' network area (that 
area includes Douglas, Dodge, Washington, Sarpy and Sauaders coxmties).^ 

It is the intent of the conanlttee, 'in the year it has to undertake this study, 
to survey what union lists presently exist and what area libraries woxild like to 
see in any union serial lists that might be created. The two* questionnaires we 
have composed are di^lrcted toward serials librarians and reference or interlibrary 
loan librarians in academic, public and special libraries in this network. 

With your permission, we would appreciate it if these surveys could be forwarded 
to the serials or reference/ interlibrary loan personnel in your library. If there 
arc no separate serials or reference/ interlibrary loan positions in your library, 
please direct the surveys, to those persons on your staff you feel would be most ^ 
appropriate. Completed questionnaires should be returned by December; 20, 1978 
in the addres&ed and stamped envelope provided. 

AC the completion of our study the committee shall susmnarize and make available 
a report on its findings. If you would like a copy of the summary please fill 
out the form below and return it with th^^^contpleted questionnaire. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely: ^ ^"^^ 

Union List of Serials Project Conmlttee 

Angela Amer/Nebraska Methodist Hospital Library 

Eileen Bator/Boys Town Center for the Study of Youth Development Library 
Patricia Blelck/Omaha Public Library 

Carol Dick Buell /Metropolitan Technical .Comunity College/Comtnittee Chair 
Georgene Fawcett /University of Nebraska Medical Center Library of Medicine 
Marion Playfoot/University of Nebraska at Omaha Library 
Kate Samson/Crcighton University Alumni Library 

(Please detach and return with questionnaires) 
Please send a copy vt committee* s suiaaary of results to: . ' ^ 

Name: 



Address: 



ERJC Ood^^e Douglas Sarpy ^ ^^aunders 




UNION UST OF SSSIALS PSOJIICT 
Survay of Serials Lists 



P*rc A: QuMtioonaira to b« complfltid by i«irlaJ,s librarian 



1. Nasi* of library: 



2. .Nuofa«r of s«r±al3 Clttl«a ia cqfHactioa; . 

(Accordias to th« A.L.A. Glosaary of Library Tarns (Chicago: A.L^A. , 1943)-, aerials are 



zbaam publicacipna "iastiid, ia succaasiv* parta, uaually at ragular intervals, and, aa a 
rala, iataadad to^ba aantlauad^Jadaf iaitaly. Sariala iacluda periodicals, annuals ( reports , 
yearbooka, etc.) and metaoirs, proceedings, and transaction^ of, societies. ") 

Art thm sarlals ta yoxxr coilftction cataloged? Yes 

If then according ' to vhat cataloging stanjiards? 



So 



Abbreviate (ax?lala)^ 
Other (escplala) 



4. Are the serials records and holdliig idtforntatlon entered 
Into a machine database? 

If^yee^^then Into what database? 



5, . Does jour library currently ccntribute holdings iaforsatlon 
to New Serials Titles? 

S. Does jrour library contribute to e anion list of serials? 

title of ualon list: 



7es 



No 



QCLC 
3allot5 



Other (explain) 

Yea No_ 

Yes No 



Editor or coordinator: ' . • 

(name and ^ddxnss) ; ' ; 

If not, has your library ever contrihuted to a 'union list of 
aerials^ 

If yea, pleaae "fill out title and address iaioraaition 
for 11a t ia apace $±rma. belov: 

Title of union list: 
Editor or coordinator: 

(aaiaei and addreaa) : . 



Yea 



No 



Are records for that list atill available? 

7. -poea your library produce an internal, oultiple-copy serials 
Hat? 



Yes 



No 



Yes 



No 



If "yea", was checked- for either H ov Q7, pleaae check or fill in/the appropriate iaforaacion 
for the foilo^rtag; / r 



8. Format of Hat; 

• „ ■ ' 

a) p«per/4an4al (list produced frota paper 
records, {{yp typed aad duplicated) 
Q eo^puetr printout 
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Internal list 
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Union list 



1 



Pare A/?ag« 2 ^ 

8- c) comptiter'-cutput-microf ilm 
d) compuce^-cutput-niicrof iche 
m) pth«r (please specify) 

9. Praquftncy: 

a) wmthly 

b) quarttrly ^ 

c) Sttttl-axmuAlly ' 

d) aantsally 
«) Irregular 
f) other 

10. Ntxmber of titles lacluded in list: 

•11. NuMer of tittles your library contributes 
to liet: / - ^ 

12. Number of /iiopies of list produced: 

13 • Cherge for 'list (if any): . 

14. Distribution of list (pleese check all ^ . 
appropriate categories) : 

a) ia-library 

b) branch libraries / 

c) faculty or admixxistratl^a personnel 

d) other libraries 

e) other 



Internal list 



Union list 



4^ 



15, Please attach a photocopy of the first page of entries of your laost recent lists. 

16. If no union ki^z of serials exists Ih the* area, do you feel that thara Is a need for' 



one? 



Yes 



No 



If ves, hotff vould you use a union list? 
(Please check as many as apply) 



Plaase check thost types of libraries you woxild like 'to see 
included in an area multi- institutional serials list: 



Kef arenca 



Intarlibrary loan^ 
Selection 



Acquisitions- 



College or university 

Pub lie I 

School 



Specia l 
Technical or 

coTOgunity college 



IS. What fonsac would you prefer using for an area multi- institutional 
serials list? (Please rank, 1 - 1st choice) 

a) ty^eci, photoduplicated list 

b) list produced irtm coTaputer records in: 

1) printout format 

2) book fom 

3) COM film 



19. VoxiXi 70U ruw, to r«cftive a copy of ch« comaittaa's suaaaa^t^'of che results of 



20*. Cooaicnts: 



Sisn«d: Titlt: 

■"T«1.#: ^ — 



. ?lusc rtcum coiapl«t«d quMt±onn*ir« by D«cBBb«r 20, 1978 to: 



1 , 



G^rgcn* FaVeccc, Librarian 

Serials Dcparcsicac 

Library of Msdicina 

•ISiivarsicy of Nebraska Madical Cantar 

42nd and Dcvay Ava. 

Oaaha, N£ 68105 

att: OLS Projact ^ 
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o MZTSOPOLITAN LtBRAKY NETWORK 

, . UNION LIST OF SE^JLS PROJICT 

Survey of Serials Lists 

Part 3: Qu»stioan*ir« to^ b« conpl«c«d by rtiftrftncc or iaterlibrary loan librarian 

1. Nasw of llirary^V. , • ^ 

>— — V * — ' 

2. Plaaaa Mtimaca ch« nuabtr of tiaaM which th« foUoviag cyp** of aarials* liacs art 
cema«ltad in your library by chacking cha approprlaca blank. (Do not includa iista in 
card fila formt, Kardax format, for chtck-ia purposas. etc) 

a. iactmal sarials liat for tha institution.' ^ . staff usa patron usa 

1) onca a day ' N 



2) savaral cioas a day 

3) onca a vaak ■' 

4) savaral tiaas a ;^ak 

5) onca a month or lass 



b. multi-institutional lists (axcluding Naw Sarials Titlas) 

1) onca a day - 

' 2) savaral tiaas a day " 

3) onca a vaak 

4) savaral times a waak " 

5) onca a month or lass 



c) inaticutional holdings lists from othar librarias : 

' ' 1} onca a day 

2) . savaral timas a day "™ 

3) onca a waak 
' 4) savaral timas a vaak 

5) onca a month or lass 



3. If no union list of sarials sxists in tha«arta, do you faal that thara is a naad for 

?as No_ 

If yas, how would you usa a union list? R«fartnca_^ 

(Plaasa chack as aany as apply) Intarlibrary loa n 

Salkction 



Acquisitions^ 



4. Plaasa rank tha following racomandations in ordar of praftranca: (1 - 1st choice) 

. a. that prasant ins titutioiial sarials holdings lists ba txtifunged 

by librarias on a ragular, formal basis — ^— ^— 

b. that specific local multi-institutional union s*rials lists ba 

axpandad to includa holdings of librarias not now includad 

(continued on next page) ^ 

4 2 

* According to tha A.L.A.. Glossary of Library Terms (Chicago: A.L.A. , 1943), serials are 

thOM publications "issued in successive parts, usually at regular intervals, and, as 
O a rule, intended to be continued .indefinitely. Serials include periodicals, annuals 
ERXCCTtports. yearbook*, etc.) and memoirs, proceedings, ind transactions of societies.") 



P»rt B/page 2 



4. c. th*t « union lift of 4«rUls b« crwted covering all of the 
Ooah* n«trflpoii£M ire* (Dodge, Sarpy. Washington, Douglas 
and Saund«r« counti««) 

d. that a union list of s«rials b« cr.atad covering all of the 

state of Nebraska 5 oi cue 

that a union list of serials be created for the region. " 

3. Plaase check those types of librarias you would like to see • 
included in an area aailti-instituiona^ serials list: 



College or universitv 

Public__ 

S choo 1 



Spacial 

Technicai~or 

conaunity college 



t^"" nmlti-lnstitutional 
■•"^« list? (Please rink, 1 - 1st thoice) 

a. typed, photodupXicated list I 

b. list produced from cooputer records ia: " 

1) printlut fora ! 

2) book fora — 

3) COM fila I ' — 
A) COM fiche I 



7. Would you lika to receive a copy of jthe 4oianittee's smmarv cf 

tthe /esulns of the survey? I x^m No 



8. CoBwnents : 




Signed 
Address : 

Tel. 9: ' 



Title: 



?lease return cosspletad questionnairb by December 20, 1978 to: 

Georgeae Fawcett, Librarian 

Serials Deparnacnt 

Library of Medicine I 

University of i Nebraska Medical Center 

42nd & Devey Ave. 

Omaha, NE 68105 

Att: tJLS Project > 

4;i, 
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List of Respondents 
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PUBLIC: 



/ 



Arlington Public Library (Arlington, NE) 
Ashland Public Library (Ashland, NE) 
Bellevue Public Library (Bellevue, NE) 
John Rogers itoaorial Library (Dodge, NE) 
Keene Memorial Library (Fremont, NE) 
•LaVista Public Library (LaVista, NE) 
Papillion Public Library (Papillion, NE) 
Ralston Public Library (Ralston, NE) 
W. Dale Clark Library (Omaha, NE) 
Valley Public Library (Valley, NE) 
Valparaiso Public Library (Valparaiso, NE) 
Wahoo Public Library (Wahoo, NE) 



SPECIAL: 




tion 



■Boys Town Center for the Study of Youth 

Development Library Services pivision 

(Boys Town, NE) ^ 
Boys Town Institute for Cosssunl 

Disorders in Children, Info 

Resources (Omaha, NE) 
Children's Memorial Hospital 

(Omaha, NE) 

Eppley l^situte for Research in Cancer Library 
(Omaha, NE) 

Lutheran Medical Center, Education Department 
(Omaha, NE) 

Metropolitan Area Planning Agency (Omaha, NE) , 
Missouri River Basin' Commission (Omaha, NE) 
Nebraska Methodist Hospital Library (Omaha, NE) 
Nebraska Psychiatric Institute Library (Omaha, NE) 
Omaha Public Power District Library (Omaha, NE) 
Omaha World-Herald Library (Omaha, NE) 
Richard Young Memorial Hospital Library (Omaha, NE) 
Union Pacific Railroad Marketing Library 
(Omaha, NE) 

United States Army Corp? of Engineers Library 

(Omaha, NE) 
Veterans Administration Hospital Library 

(Omaha, NE) 

Western Heritage Museum Library (Omaha, NE) 



ACADEMIC^. 

Bellevue College, Freeman Library (Bellevue, NE) 
Creighton University, Alumni Memorial Library 
(Omaha, NE) 

• ' 4 5 
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/ACADEMIC (cont'd): 



Grace College of the Bible Library (Omaha, NE) 
Metropolitan Technical Coimaunlty College, 

Libraries and Central Acquisitions & Processing 

(Omaha, NE) 
Midland Lutheran College , (Fremont, NE) 
University of Nebraska at Omaha Library (Omaha, NE) 
University of Nebraska Medical Center, McGoogan 

Library <Omaha, NE) 



SCBOOL: 



Bellevue Public Schools (Bellevue, NE)' 
Boys Town High School Media Center (Boys Town, NE) 
Boys Town School Media Center (Boys Town, NE) 
We stside Community Schools (Omaha, NE) 



ERIC 



) 



Sources Consulted 



Australian union catalogue on microfilm. UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries 
vol. 29, p. 108, Match- 1975. 

Bernhardt, B. Union catalog' Ibf serials in Scandinavian libraries; the 
NOSP project. UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries, vol. 30, pp. 11-17, 
Jan. 1976, 

Bet2, C. et al. Survey of union lists of serials sponsored by SLA chapters. 
Special Libraries, vol. 65, pp. 337-41, Aug. 1974. 

Burke, M. S, Connecticut Library Association of Health Science Libraries 
Union List of Serials; the Connecticut experience. Medical Library 
• Association Bulletin, vol. 64, pp. 326-8, July 1976. 

Butler, B. B. and Dolby, J, L. Bibliographic data bases: costs and utility 
of conversion (in American Society for Infonnation Science Conference 
* 1975 (mid-year), Portland, Oregon. Information Round-up, The Society, 

1975, pp. 33-43). 

ITEX supports planning for prototjrpe national serials 
iystem. Journal of Library Automation, vol. 10, pp. 191-2, 




Coinputefilfe<^%nlon catalog abandoned in Connecticut, Library Journal, 
vol. 96, p. 1662, May 15, 1971- 

Daniels, M. K.- Automated serials controls national and international 
considerations. Journal of Library Automation, vol. 8, no. 2, pp. 
127-146, June 1975. 

4 

DeBuse, Raymond, comp, A survey of serials lists in New England libraries: 
a prelln^nary report- Wellesley, Mass.; New England Board of Higher 
Education, May 10, 1972 (ERIC document ED #071 722). 

Ellsworth, D. The academic library looks at union lists. College and 
Research Libraries, vol. 32, pp. 475-8, Nov. 1971. 

Galvin, T. J. Regional union lists — some unanswered questions. Library 
Resources and Technical Services, vol. 8, pp. 5-14, Winter 1964. 

Greater Boston consortium- of academic and research libraries union list 

project. Journal of i-ibrary Automation, vol. 8, p. 262, Summer 1975. 

Grosch, A. N. Minnesota union list of serials. Journal of Library Automation, 
vol. 6, pp. 167-8, Sumn»r 1973. 



ERIC 



Grosch, A. N. A regional serials program under National sXria^Ls Data 
Program auspices: disciission papeir prepared fSr Ad Hoc^erials 
Discussion Group. Journal of Library Automation, vol. 6, no. 4, 
pp. 201-206, Dec. 1973. 

Indiana union list of serials project. Library Occurrent, vol, 24. pp. 
455-6, Aug. 1974. ^ 

Key, J. D. Care and feeding of union list of serials, 1965 edition. 
• Arizona Librarian, vol. 27, pp. 27-33, Spring 1970. 

Larason, L, D. Three-state serials data base: Oklahoma, Southwestern, 
and Iritermountain union list of serials project. Arizona Librarian, 
, vol. 27, p. 26, Spring 1970. 

McGrath^ F. and Simon, D. Regional numerical union cj^log on computer 
output microfiche. Journal of Library Automation, vol. 5, no. 4, 
pp. 217-229, Dec. 1972. 

\ 

Olson, K. D. Union lists and the public record of serials. Special Libraries, 
vol. 61, pp. 15-20, Jan. 1970. 

Olson, P. E. The union catalog: its cost versus its benefit io a network. 
Special libraries, vol. 67, pp. 252-5, May-June 1976. ( f 

Paloour, V. E. , Bellassi, M. C. and Roderer, N. K. Resources^id biblio- 
graphic support for a nationwide library program. Rockville, Md. : 
Westate Inc., August 1974 (final report to NCLIS) , 

Peake, D. G, and Terry, M. Computer printed union lists of serials in 

branch and department libraries in the University of Sydney Library^ 
Australian Library Journal, vol. 19, pp.* 149-53, May 1970. 

Riggs, Donald E. A computerized periodical-retrieval system. 1975 (ERIC 
codument ED #101 745). 

Richmond, P. A. and Gill, M. K. Accomodation of nonstandard entries in a 
aerial list made by computer. American Society of Information Science 
Journal, vol. 21, pp. 240-6, July 1970. 

Sargent, C. W. and Llndberg, Du__A. B. Computer-based union catalog project 
for fhe University 6T Missouri. Special Libraries, vol. 63, pp. 122- 
29, March 1972.' 



Sawyers, T. J. Union list development: control of the serial literature. 
Bulletin of the l^dlcal Library Association, vol. 60, pp. 427-31, July 
1972. 

Southeastern Massachusetts cooperating libraries union serials system (in 

Palmer, R. P. Case studies in library computer systems. Bowker, 1973, 
pp. 68-73). 

Stant, W. E. Mississippi Union List of Periodicals: a final report. 
Mississippi Library News, vol. 39, pp. 156-8, Summer 1975. 

Stewart, Blair. Improving the speed and compreheixslveness of Intprllbrary 
access to periodical literature, final report. Chicago, 111.: 
Associated Colleges of the Midwest, April 1976 (ERIC document ED 



Thompson, R. C. , ed* Trl-college libraries union list of serials system. 
LARC, Rep. 5, no. 4, 1972. . 

Titus, E. and Kelmenson, C. Special libraries and interlibrary cooperation: 
the problems of bibliographic access. Paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the Special Libraries Association, Chicago, 111., June 8-12. 
1975. 

U. S. National Commission of Libraries and Information Science. Toward a 
national program for library and inforaiation services: goals for 
action. U. S. Govema»nt Printing Office, 1975. 



U. S. Library of Congress. Union lists of serials; a bibliography. Ruth 
S*. Fe*tag, comp. Washington. D. C,: Library of Congress, 1964. 

Wood, F. K. IJnion lists, anyone? Wisconsin libraries cooperate to share 
resources. Wisconsin Library Bulletin, vol. 69, pp. 263-4,' Summer 



2aher, C. R. and Teixelra, I. R. L. Electronic processing of the union list 
of serials in science and technology: serials holdings in every library 
in Brazil. LARC Rep. 5, no. 1, pp. 21-33, 1972. / 



129 212). 




1973. 



4.) 



ERIC 



